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Chapter One
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	1. 

	What does it mean when Joel thinks to himself, "To win this argument would be to lose?"
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	2. 

What activity did Joel try to get Tony to do instead of climbing the bluffs?
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	3. 

What does the phrase "on my honor" mean?
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	4. 

What was Joel's plan to get out of Tony's wild idea of climbing the bluffs? Did his plan work?
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	5. 

	Write down the rules for safe swimming and what could happen if the rule was broken.
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Chapter Two
	6. 

	What was Tony's nickname for the river?
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	7. 

Why did Joel feel betrayed by his father?
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	8. 

What did Tony want to do instead of going to Starved Rock?
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	9. 

Why did Joel want to get up to such a fast speed going down the hill into the Vermillion River Valley?
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Chapter Three
	10. 

	What did Joel compare the river to?
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	11. 

Where did Joel try to get Tony to go swimming instead of the river?
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	12. 

What did Tony pretend to be when he stood up after going under the water for the first time?
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Chapter Four
	13. 

	What did Joel realize had happened to Tony?
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	14. 

Was Tony a good swimmer? Explain your answer.
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	15. 

	What did Joel first think was the reason he couldn't find Tony?
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	16. 

What had Joel never noticed about Tony before as stated in the second paragraph of Chapter Four?
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Chapter Five
	17. 

	What had Tony left behind that proved to Joel that Tony was not just playing a joke on him?
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	18. 

How did Joel feel about the river at the end of Chapter Five?
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	19. 

As Joel ran toward the highway, what was he hoping to see?
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	20. 

	The teenage boy tried to help Joel find Tony. Tell about a time when you helped someone who needed your help.

[image: image40.png]





[image: image41.png]





[image: image42.png]





[image: image43.png]





[image: image44.png]





[image: image45.png]





[image: image46.png]







	


[image: image47.png]


Chapter Six
	21. 

	What did Joel tell the boy so that he wouldn't tell the police what had happened?
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	22. 

How did the teenage boy respond when Joel went to him for help finding Tony in the river?
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	23. 

What did the teenage boy say that Joel needed to do next?
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	24. 

What did the car that the teenagers were in look like?
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Chapter Seven
	25. 

	What was Joel trying to decide on his ride from Starved Rock back to the river?
[image: image55.png]







	

	26. 

What did Joel do when the small red car came over the hill?
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	27. 

What had Joel's mother always told him that he was the worst at?
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	28. 

Where did Joel want to hide?
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Chapter Eight
	29. 

	Who did Joel want to blame at first for Tony's death?
[image: image60.png]







	

	30. 

Why didn't Joel let anyone in the house?
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	31. 

How did Mrs. Zabrinsky know that Joel was home?
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Chapter Nine
	32. 

	At the beginning of Chapter Nine, who was Joel now blaming for Tony's death?
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	33. 

What did Joel think the Zabrinskys would do when he got back from his paper route?
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	34. 

	Why had Tony said once that Joel was like an old grandmother?
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	35. 

What had Tony and Joel decided to do to make money the previous summer?
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	36. 

	Joel is trying to pretend that he doesn't know what happened to Tony. How do you think this is affecting him inside?
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Chapter Ten
	37. 

	What did Joel do when he heard his father coming up the stairs?
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	38. 

Why didn't Joel tell his mother what really happened even though he wanted to tell her?
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	39. 

What was Joel's excuse for not knowing that Tony couldn't swim?
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Chapter Eleven
	40. 

	What did the police officer say was the worst thing that the Zabrinskys were going through?
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	41. 

Who did Joel see when he looked out his window?
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	42. 

Who did Joel blame for Tony's death at the end of the chapter?
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Chapter Twelve
	43. 

	For what did Joel's father apologize to him?
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	44. 

Why didn't Joel's father punish him?
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	45. 

How did Joel's father respond when Joel began to cry?
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	46. 

Instead of leaving Joel, what did his father do?
[image: image92.png]








[image: image93.png]


Review
	47. 

	What was the name of the river in which Tony and Joel were swimming? 
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Mississippi River
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Vermillion River
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Missouri River



	
	48. 

Who was in the car that stopped to help Joel find Tony? 
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Joel's parents
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Tony's parents
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A teenage boy and girl
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	49. 

	What was Joel's after-school job? 
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Working at a grocery store
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Working for his dad's company
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A paper route



	
	50. 

What was the name of the park in which Tony and Joel would go? 
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Vermillion Park
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Schwinn Park
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Starved Rock



	51. 

What scheme had Tony and Joel concocted the summer before this tragedy? 
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Selling newspapers
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Selling bicycles
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Selling decorative pennies


	52. 

What did Joel keep smelling on himself after Tony died? 
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Sweat
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The river
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The dog



	53. 

How did Joel know that Tony wasn't playing a joke on him? 
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Tony's bicycle was gone.
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Tony's clothes were still on the beach.
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Tony left a note.


	54. 

What happened to Joel when he dove down in the river trying to find Tony? 
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He could see clearly.
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He found Tony.
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He got caught in the current and almost got stuck under water.



	55. 

What time of year does the story take place? 
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Summer
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Winter
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Autumn


	56. 

What did Joel tell his father when he first asked him where Tony was? 
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He said that he was on the road to Starved Rock.
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He wouldn't answer him.
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He told him what happened.
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Crack the code! Write the real word that each of the codes represent. Each letter in the real word has been changed to another letter. For example, a B in the code might really mean C. Once you figure out the code for one letter, the same code is used for all the words on this sheet.

	Code:
	A
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K
	N
	O
	P
	Q
	R
	S
	T
	U
	V
	W
	Y

	Letter:
	 
	 
	O
	 
	 
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	G
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	1.  

	QHVFK  
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	2.  

URFNPAO  
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	3.  

KFUFTVFK  
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	4.  

FAOTDUUFK  
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	5.  

PAKPUVPASV  
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	6.  

YIRYICITKJE  
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	7.  

FGIURFTIVPDA  
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	8.  

KPURFJ  
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	9.  

FTTIVPS  
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	10.  

OHWWIN  
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Write the letter for the word that best matches the definition. 
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 1.  

a space of time between events
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 2.  

roughly
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 3.  

echoed
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 4.  

without organization, carelessly
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 5.  

to stare
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 6.  

very serious, dark, gloomy
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 7.  

a raised wall next to a road that holds back a flood
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 8.  

huge
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 9.  

following an unusual course
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 10.  

to have the rear end of a vehicle slide out of control

[image: image148.png]





 11.  

a sudden thought to do something
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 12.  

a steep hill or cliff


	
	A.  

haphazardly

B.  

erratic

C.  

bluffs

D.  

harshly

E.  

enormous

F.  

impulse

G.  

embankment

H.  

reverberated

I.  

interval

J.  

fishtailed

K.  

gawk

L.  

solemnly




